
 

Women's Leadership Award  

Winner – Karen Joyce 

 

 

Dr Karen Joyce has been a driving force in remote sensing and an early adopter 

of high resolution satellite imagery and UAV technologies for environmental 

measurement and monitoring. Karen's work on the Environmental 

management, Great Barrier Reef monitoring, and education illustrate the 

attitudes and application of her passion to the industry and its development. 

Determined to share her passion, she took the drones into schools and 

observed gender bias in the student populations. 

Karen reacted to this by creating She Flies in February 2017 and took her 

program back to the schools. She Flies is a unique program that aims to 

increase the number of women and girls engaging in science, technology, 

engineering, and math (STEM) careers. This has developed into an 

international business with programs active in the USA as well as across 

Australia. Karen is the cofounder and Chief Education Officer. 

Since officially launching She Flies, Karen and her growing team of specially 

trained instructors have taught more than 2,500 people in Australia and the 

United States how to conduct an aerial survey mission with their drone. The 

program is mapped to the Australian National Curriculum and engages 

students from as early as grade five, along with their teachers. Many schools 

have gone on to create extracurricular drone clubs as a result of first attending 

a She Flies program. 

 

Judges’ comments: 

”Dr Karen Joyce is doing wonderful things for one of the really major 

challenges in the spatial industry in attracting Women to the profession. This 

coupled with her great initiatives in her role at the university make her an 

outstanding candidate for this award. Top notch...” 

“The role of Women in STEM is now recognised world-wide as a key driver 

addressing the gender balance and diversity in areas such as Spatial Science. 

Karen's contributions, particularly with the She Flies initiative is a clear 

indication of her dedication, passion and contribution to Spatial Science and 

the community more broadly.” 


