
 

 

Professional of the Year Award 

Winner – Roy Somerville 

 

Roy Somerville is the outgoing Queensland Chair of the SSSI and the current 

Chair of Destination Spatial Queensland. He is also the Managing Director of 

Somerville Consultants which was established in 1987. 

Roy has made a lasting difference to the surveying and spatial profession by his 

leadership and significant service to the profession. He has maintained an 

active interest in the profession and has been a voice of reason towards 

guiding the policies in both the government as well as industry and academia. 

He has championed the surveying and spatial industry across other professions 

thus making an impact not just with surveyors but across multiple disciplines 

such as civil engineering, environmental engineering, urban and regional 

planning and construction which has helped to bridge a very important gap 

across professions. 

He has been an authoritative voice in the numerous strategies and policies of 

the SSSI and Destination Spatial Queensland, including all other roles he has 

undertaken. He is regularly sought after for his insight and advice by members 

of the profession. His understanding of the big picture has always been valued. 

Roy has been instrumental in increasing the industry profile of the profession 

and making SSSI relevant again. 

He has mentored many graduate surveyors through cadastral endorsements 

and becoming independent critical thinkers. 

Although vocal about SSSI issues, Roy has been always very shy about 

accepting any accolades that he deserves. 

 

Judges’ comments: 

” When I saw the words "Service to the surveying and spatial profession". That 

phrase sums up Roy exactly. The epitome of giving back to the profession. 

Wonderful asset to the industry on so many fronts. His role of chair on two 

very vital committees is an example of the high respect by peers.” 

“Roy's contribution to the SSSI and the profession more broadly has been 

significant and in recent times it has been crucial to the re-invigoration of the 

SSSI Queensland.” 




